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 òThis time itõll be differentó, 
he told himself, òIõm really gonna 
do Advent this year.ó The thought 
had been prompted by the distant 
chiming of a church bell as he was 
just finishing his morning run on the 
first Sunday of Advent. Yeah, 
yeah, it was the same old promise 
he made to himself 
every year, and 
every year he 
would end up at 
Midnight Mass, 
real izing that 
A d v e n t  h a d 
passed him by 
once again. Heõd 
find that he hadnõt 
spend the extra 
time in reflection 
or reading the 
sc r ip tu res  o r 
pray ingñthere 
was no quiet 
m o m e n t  t h a t 
yielded a special insight into the 
power of the Advent season or the 
gift of Christmas. 
 There was always so much 
Christmas stuff to doñgift buying, 
Christmas card addressing, tree 
selection and decoration, and 
school concerts (with their twenty-
five songs) to sit through. All the 
Christmas tasks and events added 
to his already hectic schedule left 
him breathless and caused him to 

fail in his annual quest for Advent. 
He never seemed to be able to 
escape his exhaustive schedule 
and ease into the stillness of 
Advent. òBut this year,ó he swore, 
òit will be different. You can take 
that to the bank!ó 
 On the second Sunday of 

Advent, he sat in 
c h u r c h  a f t e r 
communion and 
real ized with 
dismay that he 
was failing to do 
A d v e n t  o n c e 
again. Oh, he had 
managed to begin 
r e a d i n g  t h e 
Advent Scripture 
passages for the 
evening mealtime 
prayer, but he had 
failed to escape 
h i s  busyness . 
òWait a while,ó he 

thought, òmaybe thatõs just it. 
Maybe I shouldnõt try to escape 
my busy life, but immerse myself 
in it and see it with new eyesñthe 
eyes of faith.ó At that moment he 
began to do Advent.   
 Instead of dreading Christmas 
tasks, he saw them for what they 
were intended to be. As he 
wandered through the mall 
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Weekend Masses  Sat  5:00 PM 
    Sun  8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 6:00 PM 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Daily Mass   M,R  8:00 AM 
    W  9:30 AM 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Morning Prayer w/Communion T,F  8:00 AM 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Reconciliation   W  10:15 AM or by appointment 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Parish Office Hours  M-R  8:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
    F  8:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Bulletin Deadline (1 week out) Fri  12:00 PM 

Parish Schedule 

The Lourdes News is published to keep all Our Lady of 
Lourdes members informed about parish activities, to 
foster a greater sense of parish community, and to 
provide spiritual guidance and inspiration. 
 
Schedule: Fall, Advent/Christmas, Lent/Easter, Summer 
 
Your ideas and suggestions are always welcome. 
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This Year Will Be Different (cont.) 

purchasing gifts, he thought about 
each person on the list and how 
they had enriched his life and he 
said a little prayer with each 
purchase. As he addressed 
Christmas cards, he thought about 
friends and relatives far away and 
uttered a simple prayer for each 
name he wrote. When the tree was 
selected, he gave thanks for the 
gifts of nature and as it was being 
decorated, he tried to associate a 
grateful memory with each 
ornament.   
 When he attended the school 
concerts, he didnõt count how many 
songs he had to sit through. He 
listened to the lyrics of the songs 
and associated them with joyous 
Christmases past. He praised God 
for the gift of the children who 
sang them. And in each of these 
experiences he gave thanks for the 
Word becoming f leshñthe 
greatest gift of all. 
 Then, on Christmas Eve at 
Midnight Mass, as the choir sang, 
he smiled gratefully and chuckled 
to himself. òI really did do Advent 
this year.  Thank you, Jesus.ó 
 
Have a blessed Christmas. 

Thoughts from the Editor  

Live a good honorable life. Then when you get older  

and think back, you will be able to enjoy it a second time. 

Peace starts with a smile. 

Some people are kind, polite, and sweet-spirited  

until you try to sit in their pews. 

People are funny; they want the font of the bus,  

the middle of the road, and the back of church. 

God does not propose to judge people until they die.  

So why should we? 

He who angers you controls you. 

If God is your Co-pilot, swap seats. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Faith in Our Future Update 

 Given the difficult economy and 
the financial difficulties we face as a 
parish, there has not been much push 
to encourage additional pledges to 
our Faith in Our Future campaign 
efforts. Thus far, 22% of our 
households have made pledges in 
support of remodeling our worship 
space, enhancing security, and 
adding a new handicap friendly 
parking lot to the north side of our 
building, accompanied by a new 
landmark structure and landscaping. 
These plans have not been forgotten 
(see article to right) and are believed 
to be vital to the future of our parish. 
 We planned for a campaign 
goal of $1 million to make these 
dreams a reality. About half of this 
total is for the worship space and the 
remainder for the security 
enhancements and exterior 
improvements. We have received 
pledges totaling roughly $340,000 
so far. Obviously we have a ways to 
go to see these projects through. It 
would be wonderful, however, if we 
were able to revitalize our worship 
space in the next few years. This 
should enhance our gatherings for 
liturgies and provide a more 
sensational prayer experience. 
 Please stop in the Hall after 
liturgy on the weekend of December 
12 and 13 to see the vision that has 
been shaped by our hard working 
committee through the wonderful 
input gathered by you, the 
parishioners, during our Shaping Our 
Space Series. It is hoped that these 
vibrant, dynamic designs inspire you 
to contribute to this important effort, 
that will inspire many gathered in the 
space for decades to come. 

Do You Have  
Faith in  

Our Future?  
Joe Kallenberger 

How: Join us as we reveal the designs for the future interior of our church! 

When: Following all liturgies December 12 and 13. 

Where: The parish hall 

Refreshments: You bet! Itõs a òWelcome weekend.ó 

 
Do you want to see the future design of our worship space? Join us as we reveal 
the design that you, the parishioners, helped our architect and liturgical design 
consultant create for us. 
 
Mark your calendars for the weekend of December 12 and 13. After all liturgies, 
in conjunction with our welcome weekend, we will have a brief presentation of the 
designs for our revived worship space. 
 
The Worship Space Subcommittee has been working on this project since the 
summer of 2008 (long before the economy turned sour). This past spring, the 
parish gave input during the Shaping our Space series. Earlier this fall, a focus 
group of parishioners who participated in the Shaping our Space series indicated 
that the committee was on the right path with our design. 
 
Now itõs time to show everyone the design and energize the community to make 
this vision a reality. Please join us! 
 
While we will need to wait for additional funds from our Faith in our Future 
capital campaign before we proceed with our plans, we hope you can join us to 
see the exciting new design for the interior of our church building. 

Come see into the future!  
From the Worship Space Sub -Committee  
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Parishioner Profile - Sister Irene Zimmerman, OSF  
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Poetry Is Her 
Passion   
Clinton Luckett  

 
 A poet in the kitchenñnot a 
likely combination. Yet it was 
while I was making a retreat at St. 
Joseph in Baileys Harbor, 
Wisconsin that I found myself 
washing dishes (retreatants were 
encouraged to share kitchen 
chores) with Sister Irene 
Zimmerman, a School Sister of St. 
Francis, who is a published poet. 
 At that time, she had retired 
from her position as part of the 
support staff at Alverno College 
to live at St. Joseph as a poet in 
residence. Here, she could devote 
her time to her writing and also 
serve the community by giving a 
reading of her scriptural poems to 
the retreatants at the end of their 
stay. 
 Perhaps her most notable 
work while at the retreat center 
was her collaboration with Fr. 
Herman Falke, SCJ, a renowned 
sculptor. Sister Irene crafted 
poems to correspond to Fr. Falkõs 
wooden sculptures depicting 
scenes from scripture, thus giving 
voice to his visual and textural 
creations. Their work of some 70 
sculptures and poems was 
displayed at Waseda Art Gallery 
in Baileys Harbor and featured in 
the June 2004 issue of St. Anthony 
Messenger magazine. 
 Several years passed before 
I saw Sister Irene again. This time, 
she was standing behind me 
singing over my shoulder in the 
Resurrection Choir at Our Lady of 
Lourdes. Sister Irene is one of the 
many School Sisters of Saint 
Francis who attend OLOL. When I 

asked why she chose our parish, 
she spoke of the active 
participation of its congregation, 
the wonderful music, and its 
theology. She described OLOL as 
òvibrant,ó a place where òyou can 
breathe.ó She said, òAt Lourdes, I 
know we are people of God.ó 
 She first came to Our Lady of 
Lourdes in the 1970s, along with 
other sisters in her community. It 
felt like home to her. However, her 
work kept her from Milwaukee for 
several years. 
 In the late 1980s, she 
returned to the city and became a 
regular at OLOL. Again, it was the 

music that drew her here. She 
described her enthusiasm for 
participating in the choir of then-
music director Dan Schutte. 
 Today, she is an official 
member of OLOL, active in the 
Resurrection Choir and as a 
volunteer for community ministry. 
Poetry is still her passion ñ her 
calling. 
 Sister Irene began writing 
poems one summer when she was 
a young girl herding the familyõs 
cows in an Iowa pasture. She was 
born and raised in Westphalia, 
Iowa, a strong German 
community. 
 When she entered the 

convent, her love of language 
continued. As a young member of 
the School Sisters, she majored in 
English at Alverno and later 
received a graduate degree in 
French. 
 Sister Irene has published four 
books of poetry and some 150 
pieces in magazines. She gave me 
permission to include one of her 
poems here. It clearly reflects the 
deep spirituality of her work. 
 

 òYahweh, My Heritage,  
My Cupó (Ps 16) 

 
After the first snow 

of this decembered time,  
the textured grass is spread 

like Irish linen 
on the field You set before me. 
I feast on trees moving in wind 

and 
wander down to drink the wine 

stored in dark root cellars. 
Your Spirit 

Warms 
My 

Blood 
O 

God! 
O God! 


